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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . lEI This communication is responsive to the application filed on 22 February 2006. 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-114 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . The application has been amended as follows: the Abstract filed on 22 February 
2006 is a PCT abstract. Therefore, a new abstract is provided herewith in a separate 
sheet. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: there are no 
prior arts teaching or suggesting of an apparatus comprising a first monitoring unit 
operable to receive signals from a mobile transmitter in an electronic location monitoring 
system comprising: a proximity signal detector/generator operable to generate a 
proximity signal in response to proximity of the apparatus or the first monitoring unit 
relative to a reference position or a second monitoring unit; and a receiver operable to 
receive signals from the mobile transmitter, the receiver having a signal reception 
threshold responsive to the proximity signal, such that the receiver rejects signals from 
the mobile transmitter that have a signal strength below the signal reception threshold 
and receives signals from the mobile transmitter that have a signal strength above the 
signal reception threshold. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Jeong et al discloses a method and a system are disclosed for controlling a pilot 
measurement request order for a soft swap handoff in a code division multiple access 

system. A preferred embodiment of the present invention comprises the steps of 

perceiving by a mobile station which is currently in cx>mmunication with a first base 
transceiver station (BIS) a pilot signal strength which is above a predetermined 
threshold value, wherein the pilot signal Is from a second BTS which is not currently in 

and of the second BTS through a pilot strengih measurement message (PSMM) from 
the mobile station to a base station controller (BSC) if the mobile station perceives a 
pilot signal strength which is above a predetermined threshold value, informing the 
mobile station of reception of PSMM in order to prevent: the mobile station from 
reporting unnecessary PSMM, checking whether the second BTS is corresponding to 
neighboring BTSs of the first BTS, ofxjering the mobile station to perform handoff, if the 
second BTS is corresponding to neighboring BTS, transmitting a pilot measurement 
\ -"^ N V (^■'K^KO' fiom the BSC to the mobile station if the second BTS is not 

o i> V. V h a pdol strengih measurement message (F'SMM J the 
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BSC after the mobile station waits for a predetermined action time upon reception of the 
[US 6,195,525] 

Ranta et al disclose a method for establishing a local communication connection 
between a terminal of a cellular radio system comprising the step of identifying a radio 
channel comprises the sub-steps of: picking a radio channel from a predefined set of 
V ^ ^ "0 > ^ Dmmunication between the terminal and a base 

\^ ."x ct.- wnere me terminal is currently residing, measuring the power received 
on the picked radio channel and comparing the measured power to a predetermined 
threshold value, and as mutually alternative options, accepting the picked radio channe! 
as the radio channel to be identified if the measured power is found to be lower than the 

another radio channel if the measured power is found to be higher than the 
predetermined threshold value. [US 6,775,558] 

Masuda et al discloses a wireless communication restriction device for making wireless 
communications between a base station and a mobile terminal impossible to use in a 
specific space, the wireless communication restriction device comprising: a receiver for 
receiving radio waves transmitted from said base station for at least one mobile 
terminal, a processor for seeking a pilot signal out of the received radio waves, a 

t ."^ v\-:'' 0,0' ;^.0!. cvsvijiKj! .vso nK-j!"*c« ^',>i Oiiiii!.-nv^ .ic vvaves s,,.!o> '^v^ 
pseudo pilot signals thereby disabling the mobile terminal from communication with the 
base station. [US 6,987,978] 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-2972. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Van T. Trieu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 
Date: 05/28/2008 
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ABSTRACT (new) 

A method and apparatus for operating a monitoring unit operable to receive 
signals from a mobile transmitter in an electronic location monitoring system involves 
causing a first receiver to change a signal reception threshold thereof for receiving 
signals from the mobile transmitter, in response to proximity of the monitoring unit 
relative to a reference position whereby the receiver rejects signals received from the 
mobile transmitter that have a signal strength below the signal reception threshold and 
receives and processes signals received from the mobile transmitter that have a signal 
strength above the signal reception threshold. Alternatively, detection of a first 
monitoring unit in proximity to a second monitoring unit may cause the second 
monitoring unit to take over receiving signals from the mobile transmitter while the first 
monitoring unit is put into a low power mode. 



